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Davy continuing to work on iodine as they travelled; and
looking for it in the Mediterranean. At Florence they
burned diamonds in oxygen with the help of the Grand
Duke of Tuscany's great lens. They examined Vesuvius,
and feasted on its sides. "Cloths were now laid on the
smoking lava, and bread, chickens, turkey, cheese, wine,
water and eggs roasted on the mountain,, brought forth,
and a species of dinner taken in this place. Torches were
now lighted, and the whole had a singular appearance; and
the surrounding lazzaroni assisted not a little in adding to
the picturesque effect of the scene. After having eaten and
drunk, Old England was toasted, and 'God save the King'
and 'Rule, Britannia!' sung; and then two very entertaining
Russian songs by a gentleman, a native of that country,
the music of which was peculiar and very touching."
The young ex-bookbinder had entered another social
world. He travelled on and on through Italy, Switzerland
and Germany, increasing his acquaintance among scientists
of international reputation. His tour became one of the
classical journeys in the history of science. It gave Faraday
important direct knowledge of many men of first-class
ability, and helped to widen the narrowness left by his
youthful training. Contact with first-class minds is one
of the chief values of a good education. Many capable
young men are unable to learn soon enough the quality
of the best minds and hence the relative quality of their own.
But the tour was not a perpetual joy for him. Davy had
been unable to engage a valet, and gradually added valeting
to Faraday's other duties. Lady Davy wished to treat him
purely as a personal servant. Faraday resented this attitude,
and opposed it. She began to scold him, but with each
row she lost ground to the obstinate Sandemanian, Faraday
wrote to his friend Abbott that he had seriously considered
ending his engagement, but had decided to complete it,
as the opportunity of working with Davy was not to be,
missed. "I should have but little to complain of were I
travelling with Sir Humphry Davy alone, or were Lady
Davy like him; but her temper makes it oftentimes go
wrong with me, with herself and with Sir H. . . ."